
Proposed Pinal County Agricultural Rule Basics 
April25, 2014 (as amended by theAgBMPCommittee) 

Commercial Farms 
Categories 1 and 2-Tillage and Harvest. Tillage and Harvest separated into two categories. Farmers choose 1 BMP 
from the Ti II age Category and 1 BMP from the Harvest (and ground operations) category. To address windblown dust, 
farmers also ensure implementation of 1 BMP from the tillage and 1 BMP from the harvest category on the day before 
and the day of a high risk day (except limiting tillage or harvest BMP, which is only required on the forecasted day) from 
the list of choices in the rule. 

Categories 3 and 4- Noncropland and Commercial Farm Roads. Separated unpaved roads from the definition of 
noncropland. "Commercial Farm Roads" is its own category. Farmers choose 1 BMP from the noncropland category, and 
1 BMP from the Commercial Farm Roads category. To address windblown dust, farmers also ensure implementation of 1 
BMP from the noncropland and 1 BMP from the commerdal farm roads category (road over 20 \lOT) on the day before 
and the day of a high risk day (except watering, which is only required on the forecasted day) from the list of choices in 
the rule. 

Category 5 -Cropland. Farmers choose 2 BMPs from the category, 1 higher control efficiency BMP and 1 BMP that has 
a lower control efficiency (in terms of dust control). The higher efficiency BMPs are: wind barrier, cover crop, cross-wind 
ridges, chips/mulches, sequential cropping, residue management and surface roughening. The lower effidency BMPs 
are: multi-year crop, permanent cover, stabilization of soil prior to plant emergence. 

Category 6 -Significant Agricultural Earth Moving Activities. Farmers choose 1 BMP from this category, if applicable. 

Rule Reporting: Reports are kept at the farm each year. The report states what BMPs are being implemented the 
current year. Additionally, an expanded 3 year report will be turned in every 3 years by each farmer which has 
information about crops grown, mileage of unpaved roads, acres of crops grown, BMPs applied on high risk days, etc. 
This information is necessary for State Implementation Plan purposes. 

Animal Operations 
Category 1 -Areas, Corrals, and Pens. Animal operators will choose 1 bmp from this category. In addition, to reduce 
windblown dust, beef cattle feedlots will add water to pen surface on the day of a forecasted high risk day. 

Category 2- Animal Waste Handling and Transporting. Animal operators will choose 1 bmp from this category. 

Category 3- Unpaved Access Connections. Animal operators will choose 1 bmp from this category. 

Category 4- Unpaved Roads or Feed Lanes. Animal operators will choose 1 bmp from this category. In addition, to 
reduce windblown dust, dairy operations will apply water as a dust suppressant to roads with more than 20 \lOT on the 
day of a forecasted high risk day. 

Rule Reporting: Reports are kept at the operation each year. The report states what BMPs are being implemented the 
current year. Additionally, an expanded 3 year report will be turned in every 3 years by each farmer which has 
information about number of animals, mileage of unpaved roads, acres unpaved access connections, BMPsapplied on 
high risk days, etc. This information is necessary for State Implementation Plan purposes. 
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